Methodology for Establishing Williamsburg Area Transit Authority (WATA) FY 2010 Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Goal  
The following is a summary of the method WATA used to calculate this goal:

STEP 1 – Determine the base figure for the relative availability of DBE’s in Commonwealth of Virginia except in areas where federal contracting opportunities (transportation consulting) may occur on a national level. 
Method 1 – Use DBE Directories for Commonwealth of Virginia for federal contracting  in relationship eVA Virginia’s Total e- Procurement solutions www.eva.virginia.gov  in relation to Virginia’s vendor list. The number of DBE in comparison to available vendors will be established by using the National Institute of Government Procurement (NIGP) goods and service type (i.e. # 91846 –Transportation consultants) WATA has that are supported by federal transit revenues.
By utilizing the Commonwealth ‘s vendor list, WATA has determined the number of businesses that are ready, willing and able to bid for the types of work we will be contracting Fiscal Year 2010 to be 28%. We used the Virginia Unified Certification Program’s List of Certified DBE Vendors (05/23/09) to determine that there are 232 DBE’s that could be willing or able to meet our contracting needs by NIGP. We went outside the Commonwealth for due to potential transportation consulting contracts in the coming year. We divided the number of DBE’s by the number of all businesses on the Commonwealth of Virginia vendor’s list to determine the base Percentage for the Relative Availability of DBE for WATA goods and services in FY 2010 supported by federal revenues, thereby producing a figure of 28%.
 232 DBE ( 837 vendors = 28%
Method 2 

No disparity study has been conducted in our area. Past experience with DBE contracting has limited given this is the first year we exceeded the $250,000 threshold triggering a formal DBE program with an established goal. We do have two DBE companies, a transit consultant and Vehicle Manufacturer that we are currently conducting service. They have been listed on our DBE Directory. We see no justification for adjustments to our base percentage for the relative availability of DBE’s for WATA. We will, however, endeavor to identify potential DBE firms and encourage them to certify through the Virginia Unified Certification Program.  
Base Figure Calculation

Based on these criteria, WATA base figure will serve as our 2010 DBE goal of  28% has been advertised and is listed on our website www.williamsburgtransport.com
